MEMORANDUM CITY OF PINEY POINT VILLAGE

TO: City Council
FROM: R. Pennington, City Administrator

MEETING DATE: September 25, 2025

SUBJECT: Consideration and possible action to request that the Planning and Zoning
Commission review the ordinances regarding swimming pool and decking
permits, specifically to establish elevation standards that mitigate
stormwater runoff.

Agenda Item: 11

Summary:

Construction of a swimming pool, particularly when combined with raising the yard to bring the
pool deck flush with the home's foundation, can significantly alter the natural drainage patterns on
a property. These modifications often increase stormwater runoff and may direct additional water
onto neighboring yards. When soil is added or grading is changed, surfaces that previously
absorbed water may become more inclined to shed water, increasing the potential for adverse
impacts such as ponding or erosion on adjacent properties.

Property owners are expected to ensure that any improvements do not worsen the drainage
impact on neighboring properties. Redirecting or increasing runoff, whether intentionally or
unintentionally, can expose the responsible homeowner to complaints and potential liability.
Because these risks are heightened when major grade changes are proposed, a detailed
engineering study is required when a pool or yard elevation project is submitted for permitting.
This study helps professionals evaluate and measure changes in runoff volumes and flow
directions. It ensures compliance with drainage regulations and protects nearby properties.
However, the city is seeing an increase in the number of permits that require additional reviews
and further mitigation due to pool contractors not meeting the grade requirements. To prevent
further loss of time and funding to address the issue, the city is considering changes to the
ordinance to improve compliance and cover costs associated with additional reviews of drainage
compliance related to pool construction.

Recommendation:
Consider approving a request by the Council for the Planning and Zoning Commission to review and
recommend changes to ordinances regarding swimming pool and decking permits. The following is
the suggested motion:
“I move that the City Council request the Planning and Zoning Commission review the
ordinances regarding swimming pool and decking permits to improve drainage compliance
of pool construction elevations."”



